I'm starting to run out of things 
to write for this "Author's 
Comments" section... 

Since going to the movies is 
practically my only hobby, | 
guess III write about movies... 
Hmm. Some movies I've seen 
recently are... 

...Oh man! I've been so busy 
recently that | haven't gone to 
the movies--!! 

| want to see movies... 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2002 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most ათის ninja manga in Japan. 
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Twelve years ago a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit 
attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by 
sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now that 
boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to be a ninja-in- 
training, learning the art of ninjutsu with his team- 
mates Sakura and Sasuke. 


Naruto and company take on the Chünin Selection 
Exams but suffer a sudden attack from Orochimaru 
in the Forest of Death. Orochimaru leaves a curse 
mark on Sasuke’s body and vanishes... 


Then, during the finals of the Chünin Exams, Oro- 
chimaru, disguised as Kazekage, takes the Hokage 
hostage and erects a barrier shield. Operation 
Destroy Konoha is under way as Naruto chases after 
Sasuke and Gaara, who have both disappeared. 
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ALL RIGHT, 
HOLDIT 
RIGHT 


GAARA, 
RIGHT...? 


YOU 
SHOULON'T 
TALK LIKE 
YOU'VE SEEN 
THROUGH HIM 
ENTIRELY. 


NOW, WHAT IN 
THE WORLD DID 
YOU WANT TO SAY 
TO HIM, TRACKING 
HIM ALL THE WAY 
DOWN HERE 
BEFORE THE 


ONE PITS 
ONE'S 
EXISTENCE 
AGAINST 
ANOTHER'S. 
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THAT'SIT, 
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ARE THE 
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AND WHERE 
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WONDERING, 
| "AM I REALLY 
AS STRONG 
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THOUGHT?" 


UCHIHA... 

I KNOW... 
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DESIRE IT 
TOO... 
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WANT TO 
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THE WORTH 
OF YOUR 
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THE PITIFUL 
EXTENT OF 
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EXISTENCE? 


HAVE 
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HATRED AND 
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ATTACK?! 
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MANAGED TO 
WOUND GAARA 
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AND USING 
SHARINGAN 
AND OTHER 
JUTSU 
AT THE 
SAME TIME... 
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„15 LIKE 
COMBUSTING 
AND 
EXPENDING 
ALL OF YOUR 
BODY'S 
CHAKRA AT 
ONCE... 


RIGHT NOW, 
YOU ONLY 
HAVE ENOUGH 
CHAKRA TO 
EMIT TWO 
CHIDORI 

А DAY. 


CHIDORI... 
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CHAKRA... 


THE THIRD 
ONE WON'T 
START... AND 

LISTEN 

CAREFULLY! 
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WILL THE 
JUTSU NOT 
WORK, BUT 
YOUR CHAKRA 
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DRAINED 
TO ZERO... 


BUT! 
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STILL 
AMAZING... 


IF YOU TRY 
TO FORCIBLY 
INITIATE THE 

JUTSU... 
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GOOD FOR 
YOU. 
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AND 
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ABOUT THE THAT TIME!! 
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AND THEN... 
YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 
WIN AGAINST 
ITACHI. 


YOUR 
MATURATION 
WILL STOP 
RIGHT 


IF YOU GIVE 
IN TO HATRED 
AND RELY ON 

THE POWER 

OF THAT 
CURSE 


I WILL NOT 
CEASE ТО 
EXIST. 
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EVEN IF PLEASE 
THE SAND DO NOT 
ENGAGE IN 
SUCH 
BEHAVIOR 
IN FRONT 
OF ME. 


BUT IT'S 

ONLYA 

SMALL 
SCRATCH. 
IT'LL HEAL 


I MIGHT NOT 
LOOK LIKE IT, 
BUT | AM STILL A 
MEMBER OF THE 
MEDICAL CORPS 
CHARGED BY 
LORD KAZEKAGE 
HIMSELF TO SEE 
TO YOUR SAFETY 
AND 

WELL-BEING, 


DOES IT 
MEAN... 
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IN MY SECOND YEAR OF COLLEGE, AFTER | GOT TO KNOW MY 
TWO MANGA-DRAWING UPPERCLASSMEN, | SELECTED THE 
TRADE PUBLICATIONS 1 WANTED TO WORK FOR, AND STARTED TO 
DRAW MANGA AIMED TOWARD THOSE MAGAZINES' CONTESTS. 


EVEN AMONG THE NEWCOMER MANGA AWARDS, THERE'S A LOT 
OF VARIATION. 


EACH MAGAZINE HAS A DIFFERENT STYLE OR THEME, AND IF 
YOU DON'T MATCH YOUR WORK TO THOSE THEMES, IT'S MORE 
DIFFICULT TO GET SELECTED. 


FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU DREW AND SUBMIT TED A HOT-BLOODED 
BATTLE ACTION MANGA WITH ONLY STRAPPING MALE CHARAC- 
TERS TO A SHOJO MANGA MAGAZINE CONTEST, THE MOMENT 
THEY OPENED YOUR ENVELOPE AND SAW YOUR COVER ILLUS- 
TRATION, THEY WOULD PUT IT BACK IN THE ENVELOPE, SEAL IT, 
AND EITHER THROW IT IN THE TRASH OR SEND IT BACK TO YOU. 
WELL, THAT MIGHT BE A RATHER EXTREME EXAMPLE, BUT 
UNLESS YOU REALLY TRY TO UNDERSTAND A MAGAZINE'S 
FLAVOR, YOU'LL JUST BE LABELED A 'POOR MISGUIDED FOOL.” 


WHERE IT ESPECIALLV GETS TRICKY IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN SEINEN AND SHONEN MAGAZINES. BECAUSE THEV 
ARE SOMEWHAT SIMILAR IN TASTES, IT'S VERV EASV TO GET 
THEM CONFUSED. | WAS A CASE IN POINT MYSELF. | OFTEN 
DREW HALF-AND-HALF MANGA THAT COULD HAVE QUALIFIED AS 
EITHER SEINEN OR SHONEN. THE REASON IS THAT THE MANGA 
THAT HAD INFLUENCED ME WERE THE SHONEN TITLE DRAGON- 
BALL AND THE SEINEN TITLE AKIRA. THUS, | ACTUALLY WENT 
THROUGH A PERIOD WHERE | DEBATED WHICH FLOW | SHOULD 
GO WITH, AND EVEN IF | CHOSE ONE, ELEMENTS OF THE OTHER 
WOULD CREEP IN. BESIDES, BEYOND ANY SUPERFICIAL SIMILARI- 
TIES, THE ART DESIGN, DIALOGUE, TENSION, THEME, AND REP- 
RESENTATION ARE QUITE DIFFERENT, SO (IN MY CASE!) | HAD TO 
DECIDE WHICH TYPE | WAS GOING TO DRAW AND GO WITH JUST 
ONE. 


THUS, | MADE MY CHOICE, WHICH AT THAT TIME WAS TO AIM FOR 
SEINEN MAGAZINES. AT THE TIME, THE AKIRA INFLUENCE WAS 
GREATER IN МУ ART STYLE AND NAME [OUTLINE/STORYBOARDS), 
AND | THOUGHT THAT MY PERSONALITY WAS MORE SUITED 
TOWARD SEINEN MAGAZINES AS WELL. HOWEVER, WHEN | TRIED 
TO DRAW SEINEN-AIMED MANGA, | JUST COULONT GET RID OF 
THE FEELING THAT SOMETHING WASN'T RIGHT, AND IT DIDN'T GO 
WELL... | REALIZED | HAD TO CONTEMPLATE WHAT | WANTED TO 
DRAW A LOT DEEPER, AND THE MORE | ANALYZED IT, THE 
“THING” THAT HAD PERMEATED THE DEPTHS OF MY HEART KEPT 
RISING TO THE SURFACE. IT WAS THAT INVINCIBLE MASTERPIECE 
OF SHONEN MANGA... DRAGONBALL... (AND YOU KNOW FROM 
NARUTO WHAT'S HAPPENED SINCE 2). 
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„JUST 
LIKE 
ELDER 
SISTER... 


I THINK 
THAT YOUR 
MOTHER'S 

WILL HAS 
SEEPED 
INTO THAT 
SAND, 


WHEN THE 
SAND TRIES 
TO PROTECT 
VOU,l BELIEVE 
IT'SAN 
EXPRESSION 
OF MATERNAL 
LOVE. 


SHUKAKU OF 
THE SAND IS 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE A WRAITH 
USED FOR 
OFFENSIVE 
ASSAULTS. 


I TRULV 
BELIEVE 
ELDER SISTER 
LOVED VOU 
VERY DEEPLY, 
LORD GAARA. 


YASHAMARU, 
THANK YOU 
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SO AFTER ALL THAT, HAVING DECIDED | WOULD AIM FOR 

SHONEN MAGAZINES, | IMMEDIATELY CHOSE WITHOUT ANY 

HESITATION THE SPECIFIC SHONEN MAGAZINE WHOSE 

CONTEST | WOULD ENTER. OF COURSE, | CHOSE WEEKLY 

SKOEN JUMP, THE MAGAZINE IN WHICH DRAGON BALL AP- 
EARED. 


HOWEVER, | SUDDENLY RAN RIGHT INTO A WALL... 


BECAUSE | HAD INITIALLY BEEN AIMING FOR SEINEN MAGA- 
ZINES, MY ART STYLE WAS NO LONGER SHONEN. WELL, TO A 
CERTAIN EXTENT, | COULD STILL DRAW SHONEN-LIKE STYLE, 
BUT | JUST COULDN'T GET CRAZY ABOUT MY CHARACTER 
DESIGNS. | HAD BEEN GROPING ABOUT FOR AN ORIGINAL ART 
STYLE THIS WHOLE TIME, BUT THERE WAS ONE OTHER THING 
THAT WASN'T GOING WELL AT ALL FOR ME. I COULD DRAW 
PLENTY OF ROUGH SKETCHES OR STORYBOARDS, BUT THEN I 
COULDN'T FIGURE OUT HOW TO EXPRESS THEM WELL WITH 
LINES; IN SHORT, HOW ONE DISTORTS AND EXPRESSES LINES 
REFLECTS THAT INDIVIDUAL'S SENSE. 


AT THE TIME, | HAD BEEN SEARCHING HIGH AND LOW WITHOUT 
SUCCESS FOR NEW DRAWINGS THAT HAD GOOD SENSE IN AD- 
DITION TO BEING GREAT ART, BUT THERE HAD BEEN NOTHING 

SINCE AKIRA THAT HAD CAUGHT MY EYE. 


AND THEN ONE DAY, | SAW AN ANIME THAT TOTALLY BLEW ME 
AWAY... BECAUSE IT CONTAINED ALL OF THE ELEMENTS | HAD 
BEEN SEEKING. THAT ANIME WAS HASHIRE MEROSU (RUN, 
MELOS). 
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YOU ARE 
SOMEONE 
VERY 
PRECIOUS 
TO ME, LORD 


LOVE 15... 
THE 
FEELING THAT 
MAKES YOU 
WANT TO STRIVE 
FOR AND 
PROTECT 
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so 
ITWAS 
DECIDED... 


HOWEVER, 

IF YOU 
CANNOT 
LEARN TO 
CONTROL 
THE SAND 

THAT IS THE 
POWEROF 
THE SHUKAKU 


«THEN YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE 
A CHOICE, 
YASHAMARU... 


HAD BEEN 


"WATCHED 


OVER ANO 
GUARDED 
UNTIL NOW 
ASAN 
EXPERIMENTAL 
SUBJECT. 


YOU, LORD 
GAARA... IN 
WHOM THE 

SHUKAKU WAS 
IMPLANTED 
WHILE YOU 

WERE STILL IN 
THE WOMB... 


ENTIRELY 
TRUE... 


\ 


| PROBABLV 5 | 
COULD HAVE HOWEVER CERTAINLY 
REFUSED IT 3 DID... 

IF I HAD RECEIVE AN 


THOUGHT 


DEEP 

DOWN 
INSIDE... | 
THINK I.. 


„FOR 
STEALING 
THE LIFE OF 
MY MOST 
BELOVED 
OLDER 
5560 AH 


BIRTH. 


SHE WAS 
SACRIFICED 
FOR THE 
VILLAGE 
AND DIED 
CURSING 
THIS 
PLACE... 


N 
\ 


MY OLDER 
SISTER 
DIO NOT 

WANT YOU... 


RESENTEO 
YOU... 


I TRIED 
DESPERATELY 
TO LOVE YOU... 
EVEN IF ONLY AS 
AMEMENTO OF 
\ MY OLDER 
SISTER... 


„BUT IN | / 


THE END, | | 
COULDN’T 


С UNLIKE Ex 


WOUNDS OF V 


„THE BODY, 
THERE ARES 


SOMETIMES, 
THEY NEVER 
EVER HEAL. 


A SHURA, 
A DEMON, 
WHO 
SHALL 
LOVE ONLY 
HIMSELF..." 


\.SO BY 
DOING THAT, 
YOU WILL BE 

ABLE TO KEEP 
EXISTING...” 
THOSE WERE 
THE THINGS 
SHE WISHED 
FOR you. 


I THINK 

| HAVE 
CARRIED A 
WOUND OF 
THE HEART 
THAT WILL 

NEVER 

HEAL... 


ELDER 
SISTER... 


'LOVE ONLV 
VOURSELF... 
AND FIGHT 
ONLY FOR 
YOURSELF... 


A 
REMINDER 


OF HER HOWEVER... 
HATRED, OF V ELDER 
HOW SHEWENT SHE GAVE YOU SISTER DID 
TO HER DEATH THAT YOU NOT NAME 
LOATHING AND YOU THUS... 

WOULD SURVIVE 
CURSING THE AND BE Å 
WORLD... REMINDER TO 
REMIND THEM: THE WORLD... 
AND SHOW 


THEM ALL...! BECAUSE 


SHE LOVED 
OR 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
YOU... 


NO, YOU 
WERE 

NEVER 

LOVEO...! 


PLEASE 
DIE 
WITH 
ME... 


AND 
NOW... 


Ve 4 
tI TRULY f 
"BELIEVE" 2 
{ELDER} 
| автек | 
| | LOVED You 
‚VERY DEEPLY, || 


«< 
/ 


KPN N \ 
x (ዝዝክሩ | | (БАРАК | when THE 
፡ \ THAT YOUR ZA | SAND TRIES 


MOTHERS | | スガ や PROTECT 
WILL HAS | - YOU, | BELIEVE 
SEEPED - 2 ሸ5ክ 
INTO THAT 


| WON'T 
TRUST 
ANYONE 
ELSE ANY- 


| FINALLY 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


кт; 


Р -4М / 
4 ነ 


TH... THEY'RE 


MY 
FRIENDS! 
ILL 


SLAUGHTER 
you!! 


READ 
« THis 
WAY 


THAT'S 
RIGHT... 
INTHIS 


EVEN 
THOUGH IT 
USES UP A 

LOT OF 


r 1 “228 77 7 


so 2 
MUNCHIES! 7 


ORELSE 
I WON'T PLAY 
WITH YOU! 


IF YOU WANT Y ጦላይ 
MYHELP,GIVE BA” 
ME SOME Ж ፈሪ 


7^ M 
ኤሮ / 


ee ჯა \ 


ここ で る ささ や いこ や や へ ここ や 


THIS ISN'T š YKNOW, 
[ | REALLY!! 
ARGH... | 
ORPLACE N Ru | REALLY REALLY 
TO BE N ou | HATE YOU 
( 
PLAVING N DAREMOCK | Pases Ill 
AROUND, ሀ AMPHIBIANS!!! III) 
MINI-WART! Ņ EH!!! 


THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 22 (CONTINUED) 


HASHIRE MEROSU (RUN, MELOS) REALLY AMAZED ME! THE 
MUSCLES AND BONE STRUCTURE WERE REPRESENTED WITH 
NEW LINE TECHNIQUES, AND THE DESIGNS FELT REALLY 
FRESH. NOT TO MENTION REALLY COOL. | IMMEDIATELY 
BECAME INTERESTED IN THE CHARACTER DESIGNER AND 
ANIMATION DIRECTOR OKIURA HIROVUKI, AND AS RE- 
SEARCHED HIS FILMOGRAPHY AT THE LOCAL VIDEO RENTAL 
STORE, | STARTED NOTICING THAT SOME OF THE ANIMATORS' 
NAMES APPEARED AGAIN AND AGAIN IN MANV OTHER FILMS. 
"OH! THIS GUY, HE WORKED ON THIS FILM TOO. OH! THIS GUY 
TOO! „ALONG THE WAY | GOT INTO ALL SORTS OF ANIME, 
AND STARTED MEMORIZING THE NAMES OF VARIOUS ANIMA- 
TION DIRECTORS AND ANIMATORS. AT THAT TIME, WHEN 
MANGA WERE MADE INTO ANIMATION, THE ANIME OFTEN HAD 
BETTER ART, SO | HAD STARTED FEELING THAT ANIMATORS 
WERE BETTER ARTISTS. AND THAT IS WHEN MY ENCOUNTER 
WITH A CERTAIN TITLE AND A CERTAIN ANIMATOR IMMENSELY 
INFLUENCED ME. 


THAT TITLE WAS JUMP'S FAMOUS NINKÜ, A NINJA MANGA JUST 
LIKE MINE. AND THE ANIMATOR WHO INFLUENCED ME WAS 
NISHIO TETSUYA, THE CHARACTER DESIGNER AND ANIMATION 
DIRECTOR FOR THE ANIMATED VERSION. 
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THE VILLAGE!! 


DIDN'T YOU 
THINK IT WAS 
STRANGE? 
TO BESO 
DESPISED 
EVERYWHERE 
YOU WENT? 


| 
IES 

ala || 

(3 1:18. \ 

(знит ие! > N / 
| PI WON'T N 


(LOSE TO IF YOU WANT TON, 
LEN WIN AGAINST. 


S 


ж 


HE DIDN'T. 


REALLY SAY 
ANYTHING. B 
HEY! HEY! Š - 1 
DONTVOU > ተ SAY АВОИТ4, 
WANT TO KNOW, ነ (zu VAS 22 МЕДА ni ) 
WHAT | THINK 1 4 
ABOUT ሃጋሀ2 ; > Å M 


Т 


| T--?! Digest Å IF YOU'RE | ~ 

| вита VI y GOING TO ВЕ 
I/HATE; ነ ^ ANINJA YOU _ 
VEGGIESI NEED TO EAT, SAG 

ს (| 7 / VEGETABLES: 


RED BEAN! 
SOUP, YOUZ 
t REALLY 


STARTED MEETING! 
FOLK WHO WOULD | 
ACKNOWLEDGE , 


A 


EVEN 
„THOUGH | HAD 
'AFOX DEMON. 


IT'S OKAY 
FOR ME TO 
BE ALIVE... 
TO EXIST. 


„| AM 
SO... SO 
GRATEFUL, 
DEEPLY 
GRATEFUL... 


„THAT PAIN 
WASN'T JUST 
ANYTHING... 
ІТ WAS JUST 
PITCH BLACK. 


| NEVER 
IMAGINED 
IT WOULD 

BE 50 

JOYFUL 
AND 


THAT'S WHY 
WHEN I THINK 
ABOUT THE 
PAST, IT 
MAKES ME 
SHUDDER. 


MC: 
IFIHAD 
STAYED 

у ALL 
ALONE... 


ES W. 
¿ HE'SBEEN 
| ALONE THIS 
4 WHOLE TIME, 
CONTINUING 
4 TO SUFFER... У 
Z WITHOUT ANY’) 
Í RELIEF, HE | 
ISTIL. CAN. 
“ENE TRUST 
HimSELF.! > 

HE'S STILL 
“ን FIGHTING > 
INSIDE 


” /ሥ > pe | DON’ 
2 — KNOW TAX 
- SACTUALLY => 


HAPPENED 


IN HIS EYES, 
ONE LIKE ME, WHO 


REALLY WIN 
ZZ AGAINST, 


READ 
THis 


< WAY 


< 
"m 
"A 


THAT'S THE 


DEFINITION SHOULO 


ONLY LOVE 
YOURSELF! 


ONLY WHETHER 
FIGHT FOR - YOU FIGHT 
YOURSELF! OR 


F 
YOURSELF... 


SHOW ME 
YOUR 


POWER, 
JUST LIKE 
WHEN YOU 

TOOK DOWN 


š 
> 


«EA 


BUT YOU 723 FIRST, I'M GOING 
WON'T E TO PLAY WITH 
( YOU WITHOUT 
LETTING YOU 
DIE. 


I WANT TO SEE 
HOW LONG IT 
TAKES FOR YOU TO 
GIVE UP ON YOUR 
FRIENDS AND TRY 


[N TO RUN AWAY. 
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THE WORLD OF KISHIMOTO MASASHI 
MY PERSONAL HISTORY, PART 22 (PART 3) 


REGULARLY MIMICKING THE ART STYLES OF MY FAVORITE ANI- 
MATORS AT THE TIME, SUCH AS OKIURA-SAN AND MORIMOTO 
KOUJI-SAN, STARTED SHIFTING MY STYLE TOWARD SEINEN 
MAGAZINES AND AWAY FROM SHONEN MAGAZINES AGAIN. 
THAT'S WHEN | FORTUITOUSLY SAW IN MY TARGET MAGAZINE 
THAT THE SERIES THAT | LIKED EVEN AS A MANGA, NINKÜ, HAD 
BECOME ANIMATED, SO | DECIDED | WOULD WATCH IT WHILE 
EATING A SALMON BENTO AND PREPARED MY MEAL AND SAT 
MYSELF DOWN IN FRONT OF THE TELEVISION. THE MOMENT | 
STUCK THE DISPOSABLE CHOPSTICKS IN MY MOUTH TO SPLIT 
THEM APART, THE NINKÜ ANIME STARTED, AND | GOT DRAWN 
RIGHT INTO THE OPENING SEQUENCE WITH THE STILL UNBRO- 
KEN CHOPSTICKS FORGOTTEN IN MY MOUTH. 


IT MADE SUCH AN IMPACT ON МЕ! FOR IT CONTAINED NEW DIS- 
TORTIONS, HAD GREAT SENSE, EVEN BETTER ART, ANDON TOP 
OF IT ALL, JUST INDESCRIBABLE, REALLY REFRESHING LINE 
TECHNIQUE THAT SEEMED LIKE A MIX OF SEINEN AND SHONEN 
STYLES. IN SHORT, IT WAS THE IDEAL ART STYLE THAT | HAD 
BEEN SEEKING. 


"THIS IS IT!” I THOUGHT TO MYSELF. 


SINCE THEN, | STARTED MIMICKING NISHIO-SAN'S DRAWINGS, 
AND IT PRETTY MUCH WAS THE BASIS FOR THE ART STYLE OF 
THIS CURRENT NARUTO. AND AS SOME OF YOU MAY KNOW, 
AMONG ONE OF THE CHARACTER DESIGNERS FOR THE 
NARUTO ANIME IS NISHIO TETSUYA-SAN HIMSELF. | AM A LUCKY 
MAN. THE MAN THAT | RESPECTED AND RECEIVED SO MUCH IN- 
FLUENCE FROM IS DOING DESIGNS FOR ME! IT WAS A REALLY 
HAPPY MOMENT FOR ME WHEN | HEARD THIS, LIKE ONE OF MY 
DREAMS HAD COME TRUE (AND IN THAT INSTANT, | INVOLUNTARI- 
LY PUMPED MY FISTS IN THE AIR.) PLUS, ANOTHER ONE OF THE 
CHARACTER DESIGNERS IS SUZUKI HIROFUMI-SAN. HE IS AN 
AWESOME FELLOW WHO HAS WORKED ON SOME OF MY FAVOR- 
ITE ANIME. THEY ARE SUCH GREAT ARTISTS THAT ГМ EMBAR- 
RASSED THAT THEY LOOK AT MY MANGA. 
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- CHANGE?! 


YOU CANT 
EVEN COME 
CLOSE TO 
TOUCHING 
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LADIES AND 
GENTS, WE 
NOW PROUDLY 
BRING YOU A 
MOST SECRET 
AND SPECIAL 
TECHNIQUE! 
THE UZUMAKI 
NARUTO... 


А | BUNSHIN 
4 TAIATARI! 


WET 


= 


PAS 
ж 


y 


| 


YEARS OF 
DEATH!! 
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VI 


/ 


TARGET THAT . 
LETTER BOMB* 
RIGHT AT MY : 
WEAKEST = 

$ SPOT-UNDER 


El 


„BUT 


AFTER 
SHOWING 
ALL THAT... YOUR 


„YOU GOTTA 
TRY HARDER... 

'CUZ THIS 
TIME... | CAN'T 

«IDIOT. HELP YOU... 


LIKE I DID IN 


THE САМО ОР | WAssoRB ALL / 


OF THE F^ > 
IMPACT... .. 


==! UNDERESTI?] 
> MATEO HIM,” 
„вит STILL. 


RK 


«BETTER 
RESCUE 
SAKURA, 

NO 


MATTER 
WHAT! 


„EVEN IN 


THis STATE... | | TAKE HER.. THEN... 


| CAN AT ANO GET ONCE 

LEAST... THE HECK you 
DELAY HIM OUT OF FREE 
A LITTLE... HERE... HER... 


„WANT TO 
WATCH MY 
PRECIOUS 
COMRADES 
DIE IN FRONT 
OFME 


AGAIN... 


I'VE ALREADY 


LOST EVERY- 
THING ONCE 
BEFORE... 
| DON'T 
EVER... 


YOU'RE 
ABSO- 
LUTELY 
RIGHT... 


„АМО YET HE THOUGHT 
KEPT FIGHTING 
OF HIM AS 
FOR HIMSELF STRONG 
FROM INSIDE я 


THAT CORE OF 
SOLITUDE... 


‘CUZ LIKE ME, 
HE GREW UP 
WRAPPED IN 
LONELINESS 
AND SADNESS... 


„BUT 


YOU CAN'T THAT'S NOT 
REALLY GET WHAT IT 
STRONG JUST TAKES TO 
FIGHTING BE TRULY 
ONLY FOR STRONG, 
YOURSELF... IS IT... 


“= HE'S ужи 
‘SUMMONING 
UNBELIEV- 8 


ABLE 
~ AMOUNTS » = 
OF CHAKRA." 


| SWEAR, 
IM. 
PROTECT 


WE NOW 
BRING YOU 
NARUTO'S 
WHIRLING 
SWIRLING 

NINJA 

HANDBOOK!! 
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58: 
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SASUKE, 
RELAX. 


$ ET 
it SL 
В ფა. 


is 


YEAH! 


THIS TIME, | VET 
2 ს” g/. , n > ; | ve 
Sse: KA OVER ! 


WE'RE 
THERE'S 


MUCH 
MORE TO 


S > 


SE 


SS 


= 


და 
ა 


DONT TELL 


IT'S FINALLV 
HAPPENING?! 


(Dess Qu m ს 


1%” 7 
КОДА”, /2 
რ LSO THAT Sa 
2 რ) ი THE! 2 


ZEMS 
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SABAKUKYU! 
THE COFFIN 
OF 
CRUSHING 


SOSO! 
IMPLODING 
SAND 
FUNERAL! 


KUCHIYOSE 
У NOJUTSU | 
ie) THEARTOF I 
//] SUMMONING! - 


| THE 
TRAINING'S 
FINALLY 

PAYING OFF! 

AWESOME! 


(ENDLESS 

~ SOURCE 
(OF ENTER- 

ሀ TAINMENT... 


HEY, CHIEF 
TOAD, SIR! 
FIGHT 
WITHME, 
PLEASE, 
WILL YA?!! 


ZDF IV. NOT IN 
“MISTAKEN 
THAT'S 
SHUKAKU, THE 
SAND SPIRIT... 
=== 


AND WHY 
SHOULD | 
GO OUT OF 
MY WAY TO 
FIGHT THAT 
CREATURE...? 
HOW 
IDIOTIC. 


INDEED, 

I DID SAY I 
WOULD MAKE 
YOU MY 
HENCHMAN... 
BUT | HAVEN'T 
EVEN 
EXCHANGED 
SAKE CUPS 
WITH YOU 


THAT'S 
CALLED 
HONOR- 
BOUND 


HAVE YOU 
07 BEEN UP 


ANDA BOSS 
HELPS HIS 
HENCHMEN 
WHEN 
THEY'RE IN 
TROUBLE, 


YOU GOT 
TO BE 
KIDDING! 
VM STILL 
AKID! 


AFTER 
ALL, HE 
PROTECTED 
ME! 


BUT HIM 
OVER THERE, 
HE TRIED TO 
BULLY ME! 


I HAD NOTHING 

BETTER TO DO, 

50 | CAME OUT 

TO HAVE SOME 
FUN. 


DON'T 
BESO 
STUBBORN, 
AND HELP 
THIS KID, 
WILL ya! 


ANO I'LL 
SHOW YOU 
PLENTV OF 

HONOR- 

BOUND 


«KID... LL 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
YOU ASMY 
HENCHMAN! 


РМ GOING 
TO SETTLE 


Mi sio 1 35 > | 


ነ) 


Y 


zeA 


ლ 


pl, 


ZO 


Й 


\ 
på T 


де САМ 
0 


TOAD." 


SAKURA'S OVER IN 


THAT DIRECTION, 
SO WE CAN'T 
GO THAT way!! 

CAN YOU LURE HIM 
OVER HERE?!! 


OTHERWISE, 
WE CAN'T 
SAVE 
SAKURA! 


UZUMAKI 


NARUTO!! 


E GAARA'S 
PLANNING 


IN 
GRATITUDE 
FOR 
GIVING ME 


„ИД. SHOW 
YOU THE 
TRUE 
STRENGTH 
OF THE 
SAND 


THOSE WHO 
BECOME 
POSSESSED 
BY THE DEMON 
SHUKAKU STOP 
BEING ABLE TO 
TRULY SLEEP 

SOUNDLY... 


[/ 
LOOKAT 


` POOR HOST, 
THOSE HE'S GOT 
RiNGS CHRONIC 
N AROUND INSOMNIA 
BZ HIS FROM BEING 


POSSESSED 
BY SHUKAKU 


INSOMNIA?! 


BECAUSE 
THEY ARE SO 
CHRONICALLY 

SLEEP- 

DEPRIVED, 

THE HOST 
PERSONALITY 

TENDS TO 
BECOME UN- 
STABLE AFTER 
A WHILE...!! 


IF THEY WERE 


EVER TO TOTALLY 
FALL ASLEEF, 
SHUKAKU WOULD 
GRADUALLV 
DEVOUR THEIR 
PERSONALITV 
UNTIL THEV 
EVENTUALLV 
STOPPED BEING 
THEMSELVES!! 


IF 
THE HOST 
VOLUNTARILY 
ENTERS 
SLEEP... 


WHILE THE 
HOST IS 
AWAKE... 


Sea | 2 
“иу |! 


FINALLY 
FREE1 


THERE'S 
WATCH 
STILL OUT, 


CHIEF! 


OWW, THAT 

HURT! THAT 

LITTLE BALL 

WAS PACKED 
WITH AN 

UNBELIEVABLE 

AMOUNT OF 

CHAKRA!! 


THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING 
THERE IS! 
WE'VE GOT 


A TO CLOBBER 


THAT HOST 
BRAT 


SOMEONE 
LIKE ME CAN'T 
TAKE 
MANY MORE 
OF THOSE 
LITTLE BALLS! 


SOVM 
GOING TO 
USE THE ART 
OF TRANS- 
FORMATION 
TO MORPH 
INTO 
SOMETHING 
PREDATORY!! 
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WE NEED 
TO GET UP 
CLOSE AND 
STOP THAT 
FOOL'S 
MOVEMENTS! 


VM A TOAD, 
I DON'T 
HAVE THE 
FANGS OR 
CLAWS TO 
HOLD HIM 
STILL!! 


AGAIN, 


'CUZ YOU USED 
UP THE LASTOF 
YOUR CHAKRA 
TO SUMMON 
ME, RIGHT?!! 


| NEED YOU 


TO БАЕ TRANSFOR- 


THE SIGNS MATION 


ISNT MY 


AND I'LL 
STRONG 
LEND YOU Mi SUIT! 


FOR ME... 


ГИД MLB С АМ 
TO BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOL. I6! 


